Since the beginning of the present century, a third of which is nearly lapsed, only one systematic work on Toxicology has appeared in the English language-?and that was a translation from the French of Orfila?and never finished.
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she had not died of the wound ; and accordingly the signs of corrosion in the mouth and throat, and of irritation in the stomach, with the subsequent discovery of the remains of some nitric acid in a glass in her room, proved that she had died of poison.*" 49.
We agree with our author that it is almost certain that the real nature of these two deaths would not have been discovered in this country, from the inattention to medico-legal investigations, on the part both of the profession and the bench. Notwithstanding these strong facts, the mildness of the symptoms and the composure with which she complained of her tortures led her friends to suspect she was feigning. On investigating her case I first found, in further corroboration of her story, that the powder was nowhere to be found. But she then stated in reply to questions involving an alternative answer, that the arsenic had a sour taste, and that the pain began in the lower part of the belly and spread upwards. She likewise said that she vomited a mouthful or two into a chamber-pot twenty minutes after taking the poison, that she vomited no more till the apothecary was sent for, who gave her emetics of sulphate of zinc,, carefully preserving the discharges, and that she only vomited when emetics were given. When 1 first saw her, five hours after the alleged date of the taking of the arsenic, the skin was warm and moist, the face full and flushed, the pulse frequent and firm, the muscular strength natural. The chamber-pot contained only a small quantity of the faeces of a child and apparently a little water but no matters of vomiting and no white powder. The fluid discharged in presence of the apothecary was found on careful analysis to contain a large quantity of zinc, but not an atom of arsenic. She gradually recovered from the illness under which she laboured at the time I saw her, and in two days she admitted she was quite well, but continued to insist that she had taken the poison." 78. 
